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Supporting Sustainability Through Projects
The staff of our partner municipalities are looking for innovative solutions that create more efficient 

and sustainable projects and result in cost savings to their communities, while also benefiting the 

environment and their residents. Our 2016 Report Card focuses on ten areas where the  

implementation of these projects can have significant impacts across our communities: 

1. Climate Change
2. Community Economic Development    
3. Energy Efficiency and Renewables

4. Green Building     
5. Greener, Food-secure Communities

6. Housing and Community Development  
7. Land Use, Urban Form and Community Design

8. Transportation Planning and Traffic Management
9. Waste Reduction and Recycling

10. Water and Sewage.

Each year, SSS will report sustainability progress through the Sustainability Report Card. 

 It provides a snapshot of local progress, as well as highlights key projects and achievements.

We would love to hear what you think of our first Report Card. 

Visit www.sustainablesevernsound.ca and search ‘2016 Report Card’ to take a short survey.

What is the Municipal Sustainability Report Card?
The Municipal Sustainability Report Card is a comparative tool to evaluate the sustainability actions 

and initiatives in place by our seven partner municipalities. The Report Card examines municipalities 

and their operations through the lens of sustainability (environmental, social, and economic 

considerations). The aim is to provide accessible information for each municipality to learn from, 

and offer recommendations for environmentally sustainable programs and initiatives that will 

protect and enhance the natural environment and promote resource conservation. These programs 

may be led by a particular municipality, or developed by Sustainable Severn Sound (SSS) and the 

Sustainability Plan Steering Committee (SPSC) to support municipalities in moving them forward.

How does the Report Card compare to other 
sustainability ratings/rankings?
The Report Card is assessing municipal practices based on current sustainability initiatives in place

throughout Ontario. These items were selected through completion of a best practice scan of  

Ontario municipalities, and supplemented by research and surveys completed by multiple 

Ontario municipalities through the Environmental and Sustainability Coordinator’s Network, 

as well as feedback from the Sustainability Plan Steering Committee. 

How is information in the Report Card obtained?
SSS held interviews with our seven partner municipalities to discuss this information with each Chief 

Administrative Officer, their appointed Sustainability Plan Steering Committee member and senior staff.  

Information was also collected for the Report Card from publicly available documentation, as well as 

through two surveys sent to both the community and each municipality, which resulted in over 400 responses. 

How can I help my municipality improve its overall 
performance on the Report Card?
The Sustainability Report Card provides an overview of our partner’s sustainability performance, 

but cannot be inclusive of the full range of sustainability activities throughout our area. To see 

selected examples of sustainability initiatives across each of our partner municipalities, please visit 

our website at ‘www.sustainablesevernsound.ca’.  To learn more about the SSS project, request 

assistance with a new initiative, or to suggest a project which should be highlighted, please contact 

the sustainability coordinator, or your appointed Sustainability Plan Steering Committee member.

Who funds the creation of the Report Card?
SSS’s seven partner municipalities provide financial resources to create the Report Card. 

I have questions or suggestions. 
Where can I find contact information?
Please see the ‘Support’ page on the SSS website. Your questions and suggestions are important to us.

http://www.sustainablesevernsound.ca


The Sustainability Assessment Checklist (SAC) is designed to assist municipalities in assessing the extent to which their 

organization is sustainable in its operations. The SAC is designed to stimulate discussion and further assessment by your 

appointed Sustainability Plan Steering Committee representative with SSS, as well as among municipal staff who are 

knowledgeable about and responsible for the activities mentioned. If your municipality wishes to review this assessment 

in further detail, please submit that request to your appointed Sustainability Plan Steering Committee member.



Climate Change Community Economic Development

What is Being Done?
The Township of Tiny offered a variety of daily activities for the 

community in 2016, including an Earth Week Pledge Board, book 

swap, e-waste collection, free reusable water bottles, tree seedling 

kits, and a community litter pick-up. The Township also commemorated 

Earth Week 2016 by planting a tree at the municipal office.

Read More About their Activities by clicking here

The County of Simcoe has reduced the environmental impact of their 
fleet through: 

 •  right-sizing vehicles,

 •  implementing an anti-idling policy, including the installation of anti-idling devices in emergency vehicles,

 •  promoting route planning and load optimization,

 •  using fuel management software,

 •  installing GPS in a majority of vehicles,

 •  participating in experimental green vehicle trials, and 

 •  using a green vehicle clause in all vehicle procurement processes.

In 2015, The Town of Midland also participated in a Green Fleet Assessment by the Fraser Institute to enhance 

Fleet Management, and is expecting to further initiate recommendations from that report over the next 2-3 years. 

Read more about the County’s Green Fleets Program by clicking here.

In the fall of 2016, staff from the Town of Penetanguishene undertook training under the Building Adaptive 

& Resilient Communities (BARC) Program to assess climate risks and received assistance and recommendations 

on how to develop and initiate plans to adapt, and how to prepare for climate-related vulnerabilities (i.e., 

extreme weather events, flooding, drought, fires). This training was offered through ICLEI, Local Governments 

for Sustainability, and is a national program focused on resilience and adaptation. 

The Township of Severn purchased a hybrid vehicle for use by the Building Department staff in  

November 2015, with an average fuel economy of 4.3 L per 100 complemented by lowered maintenance 

costs, reduced GHG emissions and the opportunity to showcase Severn’s commitment to reducing their 

environmental footprint.

What Else Can We Do? 
  •  Work with the County of Simcoe to scale the Ontario Municipal Fleet Review Program for our smaller,  
  more rural communities – and implement the applicable actions.

 •  Include considerations for hybrid and alternative fuel vehicles when developing Asset Management   
  Plans, or review current plan and take steps to add considerations.

 •  Join the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Partners in Climate Protection Program.

 • Develop a local Community of Practice to share information, tools and resources on climate change   
  assessment, planning and implementation. 

 • Adopt an anti-idling by-law, and publicize and reinforce the by-law, including corporate and public   
  education signage at high-use locations. 

 • Develop corporate or community GHG emissions reduction plans.

 • Initiate collaborative climate change adaptation training and planning, and apply best practices to   
  develop a better understanding of local climate risks.

 • Apply knowledge as acquired though training and best practice reviews to begin planning for climate  
  risks (i.e., changes in water levels (both ground and surface), precipitation, forest species, forest pests  
  and other dynamics).

What is Being Done?
The municipalities of North Simcoe  

(Midland, Penetanguishene, Tiny and Tay) 

were instrumental in the development of the 

Economic Development Corporation of North 

Simcoe (EDCNS), and contribute significant 

funding to the corporation, and participate as active members of the EDCNS Board. The Economic 

Development Corporation of North Simcoe has a mission to ‘work in partnership with community- 

minded individuals, groups and organizations to maximize economic prosperity in North Simcoe.’ 

 
Read more about the EDCNS by visiting www.edcns.ca. 

Oro-Medonte is also in the process of implementing their Economic Development Plan, created in 

2011 through a collaborative effort of the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, 

the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, the Economic Development Roundtable, and Oro-Medonte’s 

Director of Corporate & Strategic Initiatives. The development of the plan included four stages of 

community consultation which saw input from over 160 residents, businesses and stakeholders. 

Read more about the Plan by clicking here.
 

Although not municipally-led, the North Simcoe Community Futures Development Corporation  

(NSCFDC) is a key member of the Sustainability Plan Steering Committee, and has supported  

municipalities and their communities for 30 years. NSCFDC also provides in-kind office space for  

SSS and contributes administrative assistance for the project.  The NSCFDC is supported by the  

Government of Canada and is governed by a local volunteer Board of Directors. It is dedicated to  

‘helping small and medium businesses access services and capital, and enhancing the community’s 

economic and employment growth through community-based planning and economic  

development initiatives.’
 

Read more about NSCFDC by visiting www.nscfdc.on.ca.

What Else Can We Do? 
 •  Continue to buy from local businesses and from those that are based in Ontario.

 • Develop a green/sustainable employment support program or web resource for emerging  
  green sector opportunities. 

 • Support innovative programs in local schools and post-secondary institutions that  
  contribute to a well-educated, highly qualified work force.

 • Support the development of partnerships between communities, government and business  
  to diversify local and regional economies.

 • Support initiatives such as economic cooperatives and entrepreneurship training.

http://www.tiny.ca/Shared%20Documents/Recreation/Earth%20Week%20Rec%20Guide.pdf
http://www.simcoe.ca/CorporateCommunications/Documents/CCUpdate_may_2014_web.pdf
http://www.edcns.ca
http://www.oro-medonte.ca/Shared%20Documents/Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
http://www.nscfdc.on.ca


Energy Efficiency and Renewables Green Building

What is Being Done?
On average, North Americans spend approximately 90 percent of their lives indoors.*  In consideration of this, 

buildings – including homes, commercial, retail, workplaces, etc. – should be built to sustainable standards that 

reduce the environmental impact and contribute to improved human health and well-being. Multiple green 

building certification frameworks can be applied, and reviewing the life-cycle of buildings, including design, 

construction, operation and demolition can be performed. Local governments typically have direct control 

over their buildings and retrofits and green design can often be cost-neutral, making municipally-owned 

buildings a key area for action.  Sustainable or green building features can include:

 Design that reduces energy, water and resource consumption, such as:

  • LED lighting,

  •      alternative energy sources,

  •      power bars on all appliances,

  •      Energy Star appliances,

  •      natural light maximization (‘daylighting’),

  •      waste management through green bin use and/or recycling,

  •      Low Impact Design (LID) or green infrastructure practices,

  •      low flow or dual flush toilets,

  •      aerators on all faucets, and

  •      using renewable, local and/or recycled materials in design and construction.

Although many of our local municipalities have implemented a variety of these features, there is currently no 

method for assessing the level or progress of sustainable or green building features in municipal buildings or 

new developments.

The Town of Midland went above and beyond when installing a green roof on the Midland Library in 2012. 

With green roofs, water is stored by the substrate and then taken up by the plants from where it is returned to 

the atmosphere through transpiration and evaporation. Green roofs absorb rainwater, limiting runoff; but also 

act as natural filters, cleaning the water that does runoff. In addition, green roofs can help reduce the Urban 

Heat Island Effect, cooling the downtown area during hot summer months by absorbing light energy with 

vegetation that is usually reflected into heat.  Midland’s new operations building will also feature LID practices, 

also known as green infrastructure, in the form of a rain garden test site. 

What Else Can We Do? 
 • Each year, municipalities can present a Green Award to recognize business and non-business   

  organizations for their environmental leadership and conservation efforts.

 • Develop a method or tool to assess the level or progress of sustainable or green building features in   

  municipal buildings or new developments. Focus areas could include site design, energy and water  

  conservation, insulation, air-tightness, southern exposure, window selection, materials/resource 

  management, landscaping practices and indoor air quality.

Read more about Green Building opportunities by visiting the Canada Green 

Building Council website at www.cagbc.org.

 
*(Black and Straube, 2011)

What is Being Done?
The Town of Midland has designed their new operations

centre to be able to accommodate solar on the roof in the future 

by incorporating conduits on the side, and ensuring appropriate 

structural planning to facilitate the installation.  In December 2015, 

Midland hosted a Community Energy Planning workshop, welcoming 

representatives from the Ministry of Energy to 

discuss the Municipal Energy Planning (MEP) 

Program and speaking with staff from the City 

of Guelph about their MEP initiatives.

 

The Township of Georgian Bay identified 

‘explore opportunities for a community energy 

plan’ as part of their Community Strategic Plan, 

2016-2019. 

To read more about the Township’s Community Strategic Plan click here.

Municipalities are working to reduce energy use in their offices by implementing measures such as energy 

efficient lighting (LEDs), daylighting, and programmable thermostats. Plus, municipalities are taking steps to 

replace all street lighting with LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes). 

 

The Township of Oro-Medonte recently undertook a series of energy upgrades to the Guthrie Arena, a well-

used community centre. Prior to the upgrades, the building was heated by electric baseboard heat and an oil 

furnace. The upgrades included replacement and upgrading of all mechanicals and the installation of a  

gas-forced boiler systems and in-floor heating. LED lighting was also installed in the arena, saving the  

Township 45% in utility bills. Even though the building is now 30% larger - the energy costs have remained 

the same. Staff also selected timers for the arena showers, as well as low-flow toilets to reduce water use.  

A heat recovery system is also now in operation, and heat generated from the ice plant is recycled into heating 

different components of the building.

In June 2016, with support from the Town of Penetanguishene, PowerStream partnered with the Korea Electric 

Power Corporation (KEPCO) to complete a project to build an advanced microgrid on one of the feeders supplying the 

town.  The microgrid is a local energy grid with control capability, powered by 500 kWh Lithium Ion, Samsung 

batteries, and the project has drawn attention from the national and international community.  The microgrid 

provides backup for the grid in case of emergencies and can be used to cut costs, or connect to a local resource. A 

microgrid allows communities to be more energy independent and is a step towards supporting a clean economy.

What Else Can We Do? 
 
  •  Take advantage of incentives from utilities, such as the Hydro One Hydro One Retrofit Program,  

  Newmarket-Tay Power Distribution Ltd. , or visit Enbridge Gas to see how municipalities can increase the  
  energy efficiency of buildings and operations through incentives and rebates.

 •  Use efficient lighting such as compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFL) and LEDs, completing visual energy  
  audits, and replacing any incandescent lighting with CFLs or LEDs. 

 •  Integrate considerations for renewable energy applications into the Terms of Reference (TOR)   
  governing Requests for Proposals (RFPs).

 • Complete a best practice scan for Municipal Energy Planning in rural communities to review options for  
  implementation.

 • Further investigate the opportunity for Municipal Energy Plan Funding.

http://www.cagbc.org
https://drive.google.com/file/u/0/d/0B0yPSaaMSvkOS0Ezd2dwUHU1VVU/view?usp=sharing
http://www.hydroone.com/MYBUSINESS/SAVEENERGY/Pages/Retrofit.aspx
http://www.nmhydro.ca/
https://www.enbridgegas.com


Greener Communities

Food - Secure Communities

What is Being Done?
 

Urban forests and canopy cover for our residential and 

commercial areas contribute to increased oxygen  

production and decreased air pollutants. Additionally, 

urban trees create natural environments that serve not 

only to beautify our communities through parks and 

recreational areas, but they also provide habitat for birds 

and other fauna. At the same time, these systems can 

advance other sustainability goals like increasing energy 

efficiency, reducing stormwater runoff to protect water quality and providing shade and cooling functions to 

the built environment.

Oro-Medonte has been proactive in their tree planting program, planting over 25 trees within the municipality 

for 2016. The Town of Midland was successful in planting 37 trees on municipal property in 2015, and has 

planted 10 so far in 2016.

In the Township of Georgian Bay, controls upon vegetation removal are provided through the Township’s Tree 

Cutting By-law (2014-73) and Site Alteration By-law (2014-72).  These policies work together to protect overall 

forest canopy cover and municipal trees, and contribute to the preservation of the Township’s natural heritage.

Read more: Township of Georgian Bay’s Tree Preservation and Site Alteration By-laws.
 
Each municipality has been supportive of the Severn Sound Environmental Association’s Tree Seedling 

Program which allows residents to purchase subsidized native tree seedlings for planting on their properties. 

In 2016, the tenth year of the program, SSEA staff and volunteers distributed 6,150 native tree and shrub 

seedlings. To date (including 2016), the SSEA has helped residents be environmental stewards of their land by 

distributing 91,940 seedlings*. 

Staff and council members from the Township of Tay attended a Sustainability Speaker Series event in  

December 2015 hosted by SSS and the Ontario Invasive Plant Council (OIPC) to discuss and learn about 

invasive species management methods. The Township submitted an application for funding under the Land 

Stewardship and Habitat Restoration Program offered through the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

to support a Phragmites Management project, and was awarded $5,890 in 2016 to assist with project  

expenses and specialized equipment for invasive species removal in 6 of their parks. 

The Planning and Development department at the Town of Midland has an Approved Landscape Species List 

which was compiled to increase the planting of native landscape species and to limit the use of non-native 

plants and trees. If a developer would like to use landscape species that is not recommended, a formal request 

has to be made by the developer to the Town, and is subject to their approval. 

Read more about Midland’s Approved Landscape Species List by clicking here.

In the Township of Severn, staff have been considering the environmental impact of new parkland structures.  

The Locke Subdivision Playground project was a municipal parkland installation completed in June 2016 at the 

corner of Elsa Drive and Berkshire Woods. The bids were compared on a set of criteria, including environmental, 

and more specifically, provision for a ‘natural’ looking playground and protective surfacing that relates to the 

natural setting of the parkland area, consideration for LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 

points and preservation of trees at the site, with the site to be left in a natural condition.

What Else Can We Do? 
 • Initiate a municipal tree planting and replacement program to increase canopy cover.

*Information provided by M. Hudolin of SSEA, October 2016.

What Else Can We Do? (cont’d)
 •  For municipally owned or managed land, ensure that shoreline/riparian areas are well stewarded,   
  developing new stewardship programming or by supporting existing groups.

 • Local governments can commit to long-term planning and research for the proactive management of  
  invasive species and their impacts on the environment and communities.

 • Municipalities can use their significant power as a purchaser/consumer to support and promote  
  sustainable products and services by choosing local foods, recycled and chlorine-free paper, certified  
  forest products, and energy-efficient technologies.

 • Develop native species lists for staff use and for any development proposals to encourage  the use of   
  indigenous plants.

 • Plant any municipal office gardens with native plants to demonstrate commitments to biodiversity,   
  reduced water use, and to educate and inform residents and visitors on the benefits of native plants to  
  encourage uptake by the community.

What is Being Done? 
Protecting and promoting local food systems is an important 

sustainability issue, and has been recognized through the 

District Municipality of Muskoka’s visioning exercise in 2011, 

and a subsequent initiative to develop a District Food Charter. 

In 2013, the Food and Agriculture Charter of Simcoe County 

was endorsed by all 7 of SSS’s partner municipalities.  The 

Charter outlines the communities’ vision and principles about 

food and is a guide for making decisions to improve the local 

food system. In regards to food access, Midland, Penetanguishene, Tiny and Tay provide in-kind and financial 

support to the Good Food Box Program, which offers low cost, seasonal and mostly local food to residents. 

The Township of Georgian Bay offers the Good Food Basket Program, with staff managing a similar program as 

initiated by the District Municipality of Muskoka.

The County of Simcoe is also involved in the Ontario Food Collaborative, a group which was formed by the 

Regional Municipality of York to decrease food waste and increase healthy eating through public education 

and shared messaging. 

Read more about the Ontario Food Collaborative by clicking here.

The municipalities of North Simcoe are preparing to host a 3-day Agricultural Expo on Thursday August 17, 

Friday August 18 and Saturday August 19, 2017.  Visit www.tiny.ca for further information.
 

Read more about the County’s Charter and the Food Partner’s Alliance by visiting  www.fpa.simcoe.ca

 
What Else Can We Do?
 • Identify agricultural opportunities to enhance local food production in the District and in the County.

 • Collaborate with the partner municipalities to develop a Local Food Week or Month with 
  complimentary activities in each community.

 • Identify policy gaps and recommend updates in Official Plans to address formal support for agri-tourism,  
  encourage greenhouse opportunities through the allowance of appropriate accessory structure requirements  
  and increased lot coverage , incorporate food processing as a permitted use as part of municipal zoning   
  By-laws and  include definitions and permitted zoning to encourage small-scale agricultural activities.

https://georgianbay.civicweb.net/document/123299/2014-073%20To%20regulate%20the%20protection,%20preservation%20and%20removal%20of%20trees%20on%20private%20property%20within%20the%20Township%20of%20Georgian%20Bay%20(AMENDED).pdf
https://georgianbay.civicweb.net/document/122141/2014-072%20To%20prohibit%20and%20regulate%20the%20placing%20or%20dumping%20or%20removal%20of%20fill%20in%20areas%20of%20the%20Township%20of%20Georgian%20Bay.pdf
http://www.midland.ca/Shared%20Documents/plan/approved%20landscape%20species%20list.pdf
http://ekonomos.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Food_Collab_Strategic_Plan.pdf
http://fpa.simcoe.ca/Shared%20Documents/PDF_Charter_Printable.pdf


Land Use, Urban Form and Community Design Housing and Community Development

What is Being Done?
Land use decisions are integral to planning for sustainable 

communities. The natural services provided by the environment  

depend largely on the how communities organize their land and 

the form that it takes (i.e., roads, residential and commercial development, parks,).  

The Township of Georgian Bay’s Official Plan contains quality examples of sustainable community and  

neighbourhood design guidelines, and the promotion of wise stewardship of significant natural and cultural 

heritage, and protection for the natural environment.

Read more about the Township’s Official Plan by clicking here.

In June of 2016, the Township of Oro-Medonte adopted a new Site Alteration By-law to control the placement and 

removal of fill on lands within the Township. Regulating the placement of fill and other site alterations is needed 

in order to maintain existing drainage patterns, protect environmental features, minimize the disturbance of  

landforms and to protect both water quality and environmental health for the residents of the community. 

Read more about the Township’s Site Alteration By-law by clicking here.

The Town of Penetanguishene developed their Community Development Standards to guide future 

development within the Town. The Community Design Manual (CDM) outlines design  standards, and applies 

to all projects which are subject to review and planning approval by the Town. Community design involves the 

careful combination of the factors and decisions that  make up urban areas. For the Town’s manual, the focus 

areas are categorized by:  

  • context & character,
  • blocks & streets,
  • subdivisions & lots,
  • site layout & landscaping,
  • buildings, and
  • active transportation.

By having these guidelines in place through the manual, the Town has been able to clearly communicate the 

expected style and form of these elements. Any development or developer also has a clear guide of the 

expectations, so it limits the staff and council time required for plan review and approvals.

Read more about the Town’s CDM by clicking here.

What Else Can We Do?
 • Apply recommendations from the Canadian Institute of Planners ‘Healthy Communities Practice Guide’  

  to developments and community design.  

 • Form a Working Group to create Sustainable Community  Development Guidelines to provide a basis  

  for municipalities to review development applications. Considerations could include mixed-use and  

  compact development, walkability, reduced automobile dependence, public health, energy and water   

  reduction/conservation, stormwater management, Green Building or Green Development systems, and  

  natural and built heritage resource preservation).

What is Being Done?
Housing is essentially the built environment, but a safe, welcoming and affordable place to call 

home is vitally important to a person’s overall well-being. Research has linked safe, affordable and 

healthy housing to reduced illness and a reduction in long-term health-care. Housing is a key factor 

which influences community development. Municipalities can contribute by providing affordable 

housing, but also by fostering community connections and social fairness. Recognizing this as 

a complex issue requiring a coordinated approach among multiple sectors and multiple levels 

of government is required. In relation, community development is a process where community 

members come together to take collective action and generate solutions to common problems. 

Community well-being will advance with this type of approach.

The County’s 10 Year Affordable Housing and Homeless Prevention Strategy approved by Council 

in January 2014, outlines steps for the development and implementation of creative solutions for 

increasing affordable housing. 

More recently, the North Simcoe Housing Working Group has developed a Secondary Suites  

draft By-law for consideration by local municipalities, with a purpose to demonstrate the  

importance of Second Units as part of a municipal affordable housing solution, and offer a By-law 

framework to help encourage more Secondary Units.

Read more about the County’s 10 Year Affordable Housing Strategy by visiting
www.simcoe.ca/ourahhps

Healthy community development requires equitable community engagement, political  

commitment, healthy public policy, and asset-based community development.  In the Township  

of Severn, coordinated efforts by the Community Recreation Committee resulted in a request to 

provide easy and fair access to fitness equipment for the community, and to further contribute 

to a healthy and active population. This was met by the installation of outdoor fitness equipment 

in Washago and Timberline Parks, including an Airwalker, Chest Press/Laterall Pull, Step Climber, 

Elliptical Machine, Sitting Rotator, and Strength and Stretch Bars. 

What Else Can We Do?
 • Encourage additional community engagement in local land use policy development  

  processes, including Official Plans and Master Plans, to ensure the support of housing 

  choices as requested by the community.

 • Municipalities can create a mix of incentives and requirements for developers to incorporate  

  affordable housing in new developments (i.e., streamlined permitting process, increased   

  density of height allowances, or reduced fees). 

 • Develop a framework or a set of ‘Guiding Principles’ for enhanced community engagement.

http://www.gbtownship.ca/content/official-plan
http://www.oro-medonte.ca/council-committees/council-committees/by-laws
http://penetanguishene.ca/en/business/urban-design-guidelines.asp
http://www.simcoe.ca/ourahhps
http://www.simcoe.ca/ourahhps


Transportation Planning and Traffic Management Waste Reduction and Recycling

What is Being Done?
Our municipal partners are implementing 
measures to decrease paper consumption - 
from electronic submission of proposals and 
reports to automatic double-sided printing. 
The Township of Oro-Medonte has started to 
integrate tablets into the workplace, which 
streamlines procedures while also reducing paper use.

FSC stands for Forest Stewardship Council, an 
organization that works to promote the practice of 
sustainable forestry worldwide. The Forest Stewardship 
Council sets standards for forest products, independently 
certifies that these standards have been met, and 
bestows labels upon  the products that qualify. Forest  
Stewardship Council certification gives customers the option 
to choose forest products like paper and wood that have 
been sourced in an environmentally-friendly, socially  
responsible and economically viable manner. 
 
To expand opportunities for recycling in local parks and on 
trails, blue recycling bins have been added to these areas by the Town of Midland and the Township of 
Tay, increasing recycling rates throughout these communities. 

In 2014, the Town of Penetanguishene resurfaced Nettleton Lane and Levi Simon Trail with Recycled/ 
Reclaimed Asphalt Pavement (RAP), requiring this site specific material as part of the public tender. RAP 
can result in reduced cost (less virgin material so less intensive to produce), conserves natural resources 
and lessens GHG emissions, scoring high in terms of environmental stewardship. 

What Else Can We Do?
 • Conduct a waste assessment in each municipality and in municipally-managed facilities to   

  reduce waste and save money. Waste assessments will help to determine the weight, volume   

  and the types of waste materials being generated and identify options to reduce, reuse or   

  recycle.

 • Typically, three types of recycling programs are the most challenging for municipalities to 

  implement; Multifamily Residential, Office Workplace, and Public Events. Municipalities can   

  develop a policy to address these areas, utilizing the ‘encourage, then mandate, then support   

  or enforce’.

 •  Encourage staff and the community to participate in Waste Reduction Week (third week of   

  October): www.wrwcanada.com. Consider a municipal proclamation, and offer activities or   

  contests to enhance staff and community engagement.   

 • Include considerations for recycled or reclaimed materials in road or trail construction.  

What is Being Done?
Provincial and County planning frameworks 

provide direction on the transportation features 

for local communities, stating that “healthy, 

active communities should be promoted by planning public 

streets, spaces and facilities to be safe, meet the needs of 

pedestrians, foster social interaction and facilitate active 

transportation and community connectivity.”  The County 

Official Plan directs local municipalities to develop a  

Municipal Active Transportation Plan as background to inform 

local municipal Official Plans and the development of their 

communities in relation to transportation networks.  

The Towns of Midland and Penetanguishene and the County of Simcoe have allocated funds in 2016 to undertake 

a Complete Streets study for a portion of Highway 93, with Complete Streets defined as “a transportation 

policy and design approach that requires streets to be planned, designed, operated, and maintained to enable safe, 

convenient and comfortable travel and access for users of all ages and abilities regardless of their mode of  

transportation”.  This approach will help ensure effective and sustainable planning for both communities.

Midland and Penetanguishene have made significant progress in enhancing their active transportation 

networks by launching the Midland-Penetanguishene Transit Route in 2016. To complement this initiative, 

the Town of Penetanguishene purchased a 20-passenger hybrid-electric bus valued at approximately $134,000 

for use in the joint transit system – selecting the hybrid over a conventional diesel bus. A hybrid-electric bus 

is powered by an electric motor, and a smaller than normal conventional internal combustion engine. To achieve 

heightened efficiency, the battery powered electric motor allows the combustion engine to operate at periods 

of maximum efficiency. Diesel exhaust contains ozone precursors, benzene, arsenic, dioxins, formaldehyde 

and other toxic substances and is a significant contributor to airborne concentrations of fine particulate  

matter (PM). Significant health impacts including lung damage and premature death are associated with 

exposure to fine particulate matter.* 

A significant increase in active transportation investments have been occurring through support from the  

Trails Connecting Communities Program (TCCP, est. 2009), developed to assist municipalities in the  

implementation of active transportation and recreational opportunities, with a focus on improving and 

growing trail networks for non-motorized uses. Since its inception, the TCCP has provided more than $750,000 

in funding to local municipalities, including $102,379 in 2013, and over $250,000 in 2014. Also, Midland and 

Penetanguishene were able to complete the Fuller Avenue Bike Lane in 2015, connecting their two  

communities with a safe and effective multi-modal transportation route. 

What Else Can We Do?
 • Recognize ways that transportation systems can help achieve environmental, social and economic   
  goals, and include written support in any Transportation Plan’s strategic directions.

 •    Use environmental measures (i.e., emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants, consumption  
  of non-renewable resources) in the strategic evaluation of land use or transportation systems.

 •    Identify strategies to “lead by example” and reduce the environmental impacts of municipal fleets,   
  contractor operations, corporate travel and staff commuting.

 • Use Transportation Plan policies to encourage sustainable land use, form and design (i.e., Complete   
  Streets, compact, mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly).

 •  Continue to support trail development and transit linkages throughout local communities.

* US Environmental Protection Agency, “Diesel Exhaust and Your Health”, http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/humanhealth.htm

 



Water and Sewage

What is Being Done?
Most municipalities have in the past - or currently - 
offer rebates and incentives to replace old fixtures 
with high efficiency models (i.e., toilet replacement), 
and all 7 are promoting community water  
conservation and trying to reduce water use in 
municipal operations. In 2015, the Town of  
Midland provided 100 rain barrels to their  
residents free of charge, equivalent in value 
to over $2,500. Rain barrels are designed to 
collect and hold rainwater.  Barrels are placed 
under the downspout of buildings to collect the rainwater runoff from the roof. Using a rain barrel 
conserves water and reduces runoff, which can pollute water bodies and put pressure on municipal 
infrastructure.  

In June of 2016, the Township of Oro-Medonte revised their Municipal Water Supply By-law to 
clearly identify restrictions and offences, to enhance the existing municipal water supply  
program, and to reduce the potential for water quality issues and misuse or abuse of water.  
In 2015, the Township completed a Storm Water Management Master Plan to contribute to 
requirements under the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan. As part of this Plan, Low Impact 
Development (LID) practices were recommended to help protect water quality, and in 2016, the 
Township was awarded s $70,950 in funding from Environment and Climate Change Canada and 
an additional $7,500 from the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) to initiate a LID 
pilot project to treat stormwater. 

Read more about the Township’s Stormwater Master Plan by clicking here.

What Else Can We Do?
 •  Develop a comprehensive Water Conservation Toolkit for residents and businesses with  

  tips and recommendations on how to improve water efficiency (i.e., 100+ ways to Reduce   

  Water – Water Use it Wisely Program format with environmental, social and economic 

  reasoning).  

 • Create a guidance document to assist municipalities and their residents in integrating LID   

  techniques and practices into their communities. 

 • Deliver a series of best practice workshops or webinars for municipal staff to share, learn and  

  collaborate around LID and green infrastructure techniques. 

Results from Municipal Survey

http://www.oro-medonte.ca/Shared%20Documents/SWM%20Master%20Plan%20CC%20Tatham%20Aug%202015%20-%20OP.pdf


                                             Conclusion
 Since Council endorsement of the Sustainability Plan in 2009, SSS’s partner municipalities 

have contributed to an impressive collection of local sustainability achievements. All 7 local 

governments have come together to complete this voluntarily assessment to develop the 

Report Card, celebrate the results, and to identify opportunities for new projects and initiatives. 

‘Low hanging fruit’ has been plucked in the majority of our local municipalities, so the challenge 

of tackling more complex and possible systemic issues is now in front of us. To maintain 

progress, local municipalities and our partner organizations will need to work even more 

collaboratively.

Climate change and climate preparedness continues to emerge as significant factor for why local 

governments want to take action in sustainability, but challenges include the complexity 

of the issue, lack of funding, and technical support/resources to begin this task.

In regards to climate change, simple but effective actions can contribute to adaptation and  

resilience, including an increase in tree canopy, paperless office operations (a strategy on the rise 

for its ability to both reduce waste and improve operational efficiency), green infrastructure or 

LID practices, and travel conservation policies. Unfortunately, only 1 municipality has identified 

a greenhouse gas emissions target, and reporting on energy reduction targets has been  

inconsistent across our local municipalities. 

Installations of charging stations for electric vehicles has grown due to provincial action – but  

municipal support for renewable energy (solar, wind, geothermal) is still low – with no solar  

installations on any municipal buildings since the endorsement of the Sustainability Plan. 

As one of many outcomes of this Report Card, the document will be featured on SSS’s website 

at www.sustainablesevernsound.ca, and discussed at future Sustainability Speaker Series events 

and workshops. SSS and the SPSC are dedicated to building a community of sustainability  

innovators that will continue to inform and inspire each other, as well as others in the region  

and beyond. 

Proud Heritage, Exciting Future

http://www.sustainablesevernsound.ca
http://www.tiny.ca/
http://www.townshipofsevern.com/
http://www.midland.ca/
http://www.penetanguishene.ca/en/index.asp
http://www.gbtownship.ca/
http://www.tay.ca/en/index.asp
http://www.oro-medonte.ca/
http://www.severnsound.ca/
http://www.simcoe.ca/
http://www.nscfdc.on.ca/
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/
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